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POLICE — DISTRICT SUPPORT TEAMS 
183. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 
What is this government doing to better equip regional police officers to respond to major incidents? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Girrawheen for her question and her interest in policing matters, particularly given the 
current environment in policing. We are seeing more and more emergency and terrorist incidents that police need 
to attend and respond to, both internationally and in Australia. The McGowan government is keen to support our 
police officers and to protect our community. That is why we are forming district support teams within 
Western Australian regional districts. That is something I know you will be very interested in, Mr Speaker. 
These teams are receiving additional training so that they can provide rapid response to public order incidents, 
conduct tactical arrests, issue search warrants, and assist with emergency incidents. In particular, training is 
focused on public order responses, search warrant execution, risk assessment, planning, method of entry, room 
clearance, and emergency management. Training has been run over five days and as soon as training is 
completed, the teams will commence operation. Training teams will assist police with level 2 and 3 emergency 
incidents, which require a graduated, coordinated emergency management response. Teams in the goldfields, 
Esperance, wheatbelt and great southern districts have already successfully completed the training. Teams in the 
Pilbara, midwest, Gascoyne, south west, East Kimberley and West Kimberley will complete their training by the 
end of September. 
These police officers will be able to be deployed as part of a broader support plan across Western Australia in 
the case of an emergency. Police have looked at best practice in other areas, such as tactical arrest operations and 
training, that is being developed in Victoria. This is a comparable framework for our training and our 
circumstances. I want to assure the people of Western Australia that WA Police is on the task of ensuring that we 
are as best positioned as we can be should an emergency situation occur in Western Australia, as has sadly 
occurred in other parts of Australia and other parts of the world. 
I think it is important, though, that we have regional officers who are properly equipped to respond. I suppose, in 
layman’s terms — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: We keep getting this interjection about vests. Does the Leader of the Opposition agree 
that the Commissioner of Police is the best person to advise on the safety and protections he would like his 
police officers to have? 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair, minister. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Is the Leader of the Opposition saying that I should override the police commissioner 
and issue a personal-issue vest to every police officer, in the absence of any recommendation from the police 
commissioner or, indeed, the WA Police Union, on which vests they actually want? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine and member for South Perth, I call you both to order for the second time. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: They are giggling away to themselves and making light of this situation, but the fact of 
the matter is that if they are seriously asking whether these officers will have vests, the answer is of course they 
will. We are preparing our police, based on best-practice models available in Australia, so that we have 
a response — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, your own minister is on her feet! 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Members from regional areas will be aware that when deploying any police from the 
metropolitan area—be they Tactical Response Group or other officers—there is a time lag. That is why we need 
to have officers on the ground in our regional communities who can provide an initial response — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: These officers need to be able to provide an initial response to situations — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. This is not a talkfest. 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That is why we need our regional officers properly trained and equipped for initial 
response. Further, they will be able to complement a broader response if a broader response is required. This is 
a serious matter, and I am sick of the drivelling interjections from those opposite. 
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